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Why create a digital portfolio?

Visibility Collaboration Confidence
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Let’s start with some examples

https://www.carolynkousky.com/
https://www.carolynkousky.com/
https://www.bobkopp.net/
https://www.bobkopp.net/
https://abpoll.github.io/
https://abpoll.github.io/
https://www.manasab.com/
https://www.manasab.com/
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Let’s start with some examples

Accessible contact form,
writings and briefs 
grouped by topic

Navigation bar, 
hyperlinks, 

good example of how to display 
a lot of experience

“Now” page, 
nicely formatted 

publications, 
CV embedded into webpage

Use of humor &
 easy to read introduction



6

Setting up your portfolio

What is the purpose of your 
portfolio?

Who is your audience?

ASU (2019). 10 Tips for curating your digital portfolio.

An introduction to you &
 your research!

https://graduate.asu.edu/sites/g/files/litvpz641/files/2019_02-25_10_tips_on_curating_your_digital_portfolio_pa_.pdf


Quality over quantity

● What information can be gleaned by 
skimming each page?

● Can someone find what they are 
looking for in 1-2 clicks?

● If YOU were hiring someone what 
would you look for?
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Content 

Work samples

● Writing samples
● Research projects
● Publications
● Presentations (recordings 

are a bonus)
● Current PDF of your CV

ASU (2019). 10 Tips for curating your digital portfolio.

Research statement/problem

● What are you currently 
working on? 

● What is next for your 
research?

https://graduate.asu.edu/sites/g/files/litvpz641/files/2019_02-25_10_tips_on_curating_your_digital_portfolio_pa_.pdf
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Content 
Maintenance 
& Formatting

Rutgers University (n.d.). Accessibility Best Practices for Digital Content

Maintenance
● Update frequently 
● Consider embedding documents vs links
● Set a calendar reminder

Formatting
● Accessibility

○ Color blind (online tool)
○ High contrast
○ Descriptive text for photos

● Font (sans serif)
● Left aligned text
● Mobile friendly

https://radr.rutgers.edu/resource/accessibility-best-practices-digital-content
https://colorbrewer2.org/#type=diverging&scheme=BrBG&n=3


Promoting your profile

When formatting your page…

● Link to other project websites

● Include your LinkedIn

○ Link this back to your 
portfolio too!

● Make it clear where these links 
are (icons, colored text, etc) can 
draw attention to them. 
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● CV
● Research statement
● Photo(s)
● Recorded presentations
● Writing samples
● Links

○ affiliated pages/profiles
○ projects
○ news and media

Gather content for your portfolio

Next steps
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● List the institution, department and name of your 
advisor

● Include a few statements that overview your 
research, with particular attention to the purpose of 
your research, relevant findings and conclusion.
○ What makes your research “cutting edge”?

● Avoid 1st person narrative
○

● Aim for truncated summaries with articulate and 
careful word choice

Research content for your portfolio

Tips for 
documenting 
research (on 
your CV or 
resume)

Source: Crafting a Killer Resume: What Industry Employers Want 
(2008) Postdoctoral Professional Development Seminar. Johns Hopkins 
Medicine 13

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.science.org/pb-assets/migrated/sites/default/files/business_documents/resumes-johns-hopkins-1628462746307.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjjh9qE196SAxUzGFkFHaghNPIQFnoECA0QAQ&usg=AOvVaw1b4YoojD-Is_toglYkKJnU
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.science.org/pb-assets/migrated/sites/default/files/business_documents/resumes-johns-hopkins-1628462746307.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjjh9qE196SAxUzGFkFHaghNPIQFnoECA0QAQ&usg=AOvVaw1b4YoojD-Is_toglYkKJnU
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Describing your professional experiences

Consider organizing “Experience” or 
“Research Experience” into more specific 
categories for the reader (and for you!): 

○ Field Research Experience
○ Lab Research Experience
○ Outreach Experience
○ Formal Teaching Experience
○ In-Formal Teaching Experience
○ Mentoring Experience

● Highlight results and 
accomplishments, not 
just tasks

● Use commanding 
language (action verbs):

Pioneered • Designed • 
Delivered • Initiated • 
Redesigned • Introduced
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Photos

Source: Managing Your Online Presence: How to Take a Professional Photo (2017), Hannah Moshontz, Duke Graduate School

● High quality photo
● Clean background
● Wearing 

appropriate 
clothing 

Professional photos will 
be offered to you at the 
annual meeting in May!

https://gradschool.duke.edu/professional-development/blog/managing-your-online-presence-how-take-professional-photo/


Already an expert?
 
Sign up to review a 
peer’s CV/Resume! 
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